Kleindienst 
Hails ITT 
Settlement 

By John V. Reistrup 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

Acting Attorney General 
tichard G. Kleindienst yester- 
lay defended the Justice De- 
lartment’s handling of the 
TT antitrust case as halting a 
pell-mell rush” toward corpo- 
ate concentration. 

Kleindienst said he agreed 
nth Solicitor General Erwin 
r. Griswold that the agree- 
lent with the International 
’elephone and Telegraph 
brp. was “not a good settle- 
lent but a great settlement.” 
His spirited defense came as 
le Senate Judiciary Commit- 
:e continued its investigation 
f whether the agreement was 
slated to ITT’s offer to subsi- 
ize the Republican National 
onvention in San Diego this 
ear. But his forum was an- 
ther Senate panel, a subcom- 
littee on appropriations con- 
dering the Justice Depart- 
lent’s spending requests for 
le year starting "July 1. 

His chance came when Sub- 
smmittee Chairman Earnest 
. Hollings (D-S.C.) — without 
irectly naming ITT— asked 
hether in such cases there 


ould be “a saving of money 
i settling it.” 

Kleindienst, vhose nomina- 
on as Attorney General is be- 
>re the Senate and who him- 
slf requested the inquiry into ' 
le ITT case, said that such 
;reements pr nduced great 
iving in time* and money 
not only to the government 
ut to the companies in- 
olved.” But he went well be- 
ond that. 

Noting that as Deputy Attor- 
ney General hs had author- 
zed the initial complaints 
igainst ITT, he *ave credit for 
landling the case to Richard 
N. McLaren, then Assistant 
Utorney General for Anti- 
xust and now a federal judge. 

Kleindienst said that two 
previous Attorneys General, 
Doth Democrats, had passed 
ip the- chance to proceed 
•gainst ITT because they felt 
hey needed new legislation to 
ie able to brea r up “conglom- 
rates” — firms that grow by 
cquiring unreiated concerns 
.ather than bu sinesses in the 
ame field. 

McLaren “stopped it in its 
racks, this headlong rush of 
TT in its conglomerate ac- 1 
tuisitions,” Kleindienst said. 



